


W ork gear meets cocktail attire
Friday at Habitat for Humanity of
Brevard County’s “Hard Hats &

High Heels.” The fundraiser celebrates
Habitat’s 25 years of serving the
community.

A highlight of the event will be
honoring the recipient of the first John
Luhn Legacy Award. Luhn, who died in
2007, was a former high school teacher
who co-founded LifeStyle Homes and was
past president of Brevard’s chapter of
Habitat for Humanity. He also was a
significant donor to the Christian-based

organization that helps families with low
incomes build and purchase a home.

The award commemorating the life of
his father deeply touches Jake Luhn, 30.
Embracing his father’s philosophy of
giving back, Jake also serves as Habitat’s
chairman of the board.

To him, his father was larger than life
but always committed to giving back. His
father would have waved off such an
honor, Jake Luhn said.

“(He) had a humble presence,” Luhn
said. “He would have been uncomfortable
with it. He would have said, ‘You could
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THE DETAILS
What: Hard Hats &
High Heels
When: 6 to 10 p.m.
Friday
Where: Crowne Plaza,
2605 SR A1A, Indialan-
tic
Cost: $75 per person,
$125 per couple
Call: 321-728-4009,
ext. 116
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operating officer.
“We’re going to start with a

champagne toast and hors d’oeuvres
prepared by Crowne Plaza,” she said.
“Throughout the event, we’ll have people
circulating these little key chain
souvenirs (that look) like a miner’s hat
that lights up.”

Those souvenir key chains will cost
$20, but they come with a raffle ticket
that might win you some big-ticket items.

Green House martinis and Blue
Thumbmartinis will be sold at a cash bar.

A portion of the sales of those drinks
will go to Habitat.

Special $10 photos will be taken in
front of a work site backdrop.

“People in cocktail attire can don a
hard hat,” Hutchinson said. “We’ll have
some 2-by-4s, so someone can be
hammering. So it will be a fun thing for
people to pose in front.”

Dinner includes beef medallions,
fish, asparagus, spinach and cranberry
dressing. Guests will be invited to
dance to music supplied by DJ Timmy
Vee fromWA1A-FM.

“Beverly Bowsher (a Habitat
homeowner) will get up and speak and
tell her story about how she came to
Habitat and what it’s done for her
family throughout the years,”
Hutchinson said.

The John Luhn Legacy Award
capitalizes on the spirit of its namesake,
said Habitat president and CEO Joe
Gassman.

“That really epitomizes who we try
to be in Habitat for Humanity,” he said.
“We have a tremendous amount of
volunteers constantly giving of
themselves. They prefer being in the
background, but I think you have to
recognize those who really put
themselves out there.”

have found a lot of other people to
honor.’ ”

Jake Luhn, who wears a yellow “Live
Strong” bracelet his father once wore, is
the chief executive officer of LifeStyle
Homes. “The more you’re blessed with,
the more responsibilities you have,” he
said.

Saturday’s Hard Hats & High Heels
fundraiser is more upscale than previous
fundraisers, which have been hosted in
churches, said Charlotte Hutchinson,
Habitat’s vice president and chief

JOHN LUHN LEGACY
AWARD NOMINEES
Longtime volunteers and em-
ployees with Habitat for Human-
ity of Brevard chose five nomi-
nees for the first annual John
Luhn Legacy Award.

Roland Cook, volunteer and
former board member
Dick Flamm, retired master
electrician
Kim Gabriel, former employee
and second executive director
and president
Bob Sieck, board member since
1999, treasurer and fundraiser
Melinda Thomas, director of
housing and human devel-
opment for Melbourne

This new Habitat home is being built
by women. Teresa Kline, left, shows
Linda Janse how to use the saw.
MICHAEL R. BROWN/FLORIDA TODAY

Jake Luhn, (opposite page) chief
executive officer of Lifestyle Homes,
is the son of John Luhn, past
president of Brevard’s chapter of
Habitat for Humanity.
CRAIG RUBADOUX/FLORIDA TODAY

Contact Harbaugh at 321-242-3717 or
email pharbaugh@floridatoday.com.
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